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Disaster Risk Reduction and Resilience Building for
Young Leaders in Central America

El Salvador (1st August 2014) — Panama (8th August 2014)
Organizers: Peace Boat & UNISDR Americas

Background

Founded in 1983, Peace Boat is an international non-governmental and non-profit organization in
Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations
(ECOSOC) since 2002. Peace Boat works to promote peace, human rights, equal and sustainable
development and respect for the environment through educational
programs, cooperative projects and advocacy activities. Peace
Boat’s main activities are carried out through a chartered
passenger ship that travels the world on educational peace
voyages. The ship creates a neutral, mobile space and enables
people to engage across borders in and mutual cooperation at
sea, and in over 60 ports that are visited each year.

As part of our wider peace-building activities, Peace Boat has
carried out emergency relief operations for the past 18 years,
delivering emergency assistance and raising funds, as well as
coordinating the dispatch of experienced logisticians, interpreters
and volunteer teams to affected areas all over the world. Following the Great East Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami in 2011, Peace Boat established the Peace Boat Disaster Relief
Volunteer Center (PBV) to carry out:

- Disaster Risk Reduction (i.e. prevention, mitigation, disaster preparedness, response and
recovery), such as the training, dispatch and coordination of volunteers

- The on-going relief and recovery of communities affected by the Great East Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami

- Domestic and international disaster relief

+ Advocacy on Disaster Risk Reduction-related issues and their cross-
cutting relations to sustainability, human security, poverty and climate
change through active participation in networks and forums and is a an
Organising Partner of the NGO Major Group for the 2015 3rd UN World
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR).

In May 2014, Peace Boat become an official campaign partner of UNISDR
Resilient Cities Campaign, to advocate for disaster prevention and resilience
building in cities around the world. As an official partner, Peace Boat hopes to bring it's Japanese
experience on disaster mitigation, training volunteer leaders, and coordinating disaster relief and
prevention efforts, to the communities we visit in our global voyages.




Programme Theme:

" . . . . . . 1
Creating regional cooperation with a community perspective

Programme Overview

Because building resilience and disaster prevention requires the participation of both political and
civil society members across the region, Peace Boat proposed working together with Central
American governments and civil society organizations to create a weeklong program that would
bring together young people from Central America for this purpose.

The proposed onboard programme took place onboard

Peace Boat's chartered ship, during the Latin American “The International Youth program
segment of Peace Boat's 84th Voyage. 8 leaders from its important because it's a great
different Latin American countries participated in internal opportunity to learn from other
sessions and a training programme conducted by an cultures, different ways of

experienced PBV trainer. During this program, young
leaders could share with one another groundbreaking
developments and experiences in their own countries
and within the region, obstacles that remain, possible
solutions, and mechanisms to secure the resilience of the
region.

This program served as the launching program for Peace
Boat's partnership with the UNISDR Building Resilient Cities Campaign. A representative of
UNISDR joined the programme and served as a guest educator.

thinking, and team work no matter
who, it's about sharing
knowledge”

Margarita Villalobos, UNISDR
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Schedule & Agenda

I ™

1AUG

2 AUG

3 AUG

4 AUG

5AUG

6 AUG

7 AUG

8 AUG

San Salvador, El Salvador
Acajutla, EI Salvador

Corinto, Nicaragua

Sailing onboard Peace Boat's
vessel, the Ocean Dream

Sailing onboard Peace Boat's
vessel, the Ocean Dream

Sailing onboard Peace Boat's
vessel, the Ocean Dream, and
pass through the Panama
Canal

Cristobal, Panama

Panama City, Panama

Participants arrive in El Salvador. First session onboard

Visit SICA/Civil Defense, round table with government
officials and civil society representatives.

On board conference with civil society members,
government officials and UNISDR Resilient City
Promoters. Hold press conference.

Internal sessions:

+What is the Resilience Cities Campaign
+Presentations on their own countries risks and risk
reduction programs

+Japan's experience: Great East Japan Earthquake &
Tsunami

+Cross cutting themes: community involvement,
Gender, Disabilities, children/youth, poverty, climate
change

+Cross border risks and chance for collaboration
+Action plans formation

Visit to UNISDR offices in Panama. Discussion with
government officials, intergovernmental agencies and
civil society organizations in the City of Knowledge.
Hold final meeting.

Return to home countries

Program Objectives

This program served as the launching program for Peace Boat's partnership with the UNISDR
Building Resilient Cities Campaign.

« Provide opportunities to Central-American youth to gain international experience; to learn from
one another and from speakers onboard Peace Boat; to develop and gain knowledge they can
use to work toward resiliency in their
communities, civil society organization, local

authorities and national governments; to
generate links and connections with people

from other countries and cultures.

- Participants evaluated both the existing
challenges to strengthening resilience and

potential solutions, and will have the

0

Peace Boat

opportunity to propose mechanisms for
resilience building in the region.

Discuss lessons learned from the 2011
earthquake and tsunami in Japan with
survivors and volunteers from the affected
areas. After March 2011, there’s a lot that
can be shared with PBV experience in Japan and other countries.

Photo: Conference with the Mayor of Santa Tecla
City, El Salvador, which is a Role Model City

Building resilience and disaster prevention across the region (Central America) a very vulnerable
area in natural disasters.
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- Give Peace Boat participants the opportunity to directly interact with youth from EI Salvador,
Costa Rica, Nicaragua and Panama and learn about their countries’ situations and the youth
work in natural disaster prevention.

« Promote how young people can share with one another groundbreaking developments and
experiences in their own countries and within the region, obstacles that remain, possible

solutions, and mechanisms to secure the resilience of the region.

Participants

The selection of participants and contact with local governments were made thanks to the support
and contact with embassies in Japan.

José Gerardo Chavez
Coronado

Patricia Carolina Cortez Garcia

Luis Villamonte

Jim Alexander Diaz

Julisa Ulate Arias

Bernardo Merayo Miller

Walkiri Jadima Lovo

Idalina del Carmen Rodriguez
Lanzas

Margarita Villalobos

El Salvador / Municipality of
Santa Tecla

El Salvador / Municipality of
Apastepeque, San Vicente

Panama / Department for
Prevention and Mitigation of
Disasters at SINAPROC

Panama / SINAPROC

Costa Rica / National
Commission for Risk
Prevention and Emergency
Reaction (CNE)

Costa Rica / National
Commission for Risk
Prevention and Emergency
Reaction (CNE)

Nicaragua / Guardabarrancos -
Environmental Youth
Movement

Nicaragua / Guardabarrancos -
Environmental Youth
Movement

Costa Rica — Panama UNISDR
representative

Strategic Risk Management
Expert

Civil Defense delegate

Geographer SINAPROC

Rescuer / Volunteer

Legal Advisor to the
Presidency

Communication officer /
Communications division,

Leading Member

Rivas Department Coordinator

Special Guest

Outcomes

« The group mixed really (2 from each country) and there was a good gender balance (4 Male 4
Female. It would it be ideal to have one male and one female from each country but participants
were chosen by the embassies in Japan and their Foreign offices.

« For most of the members, joining a Peace Boat voyage gave them the opportunity to give talks to
an international audience, and it's a good experience for them.

Peace Boat
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+ We had great exchange programs in ports with local governments and organisations,
understanding different realities and approaches.

- Having a UNISDR member involved was crucial for the program. Due to Margaritas experience
and her knowledge in the region,
this will help a lot to create a

regional integration and a better i
fO”O_W up- . Plan-of-Action Chutades rertisemen, micarazn

+ During the exchange program in .
Nicaragua (onboard sessions) we Most importantly, each |
invited members and leaders of participant made a Tance Bost, e Ao e v
the UNIDR campaign, and their plan-of-action on what ety e .
testimonies and experiences and how they would i, T e
were a great encourage for the implement their leaning
participants and other members and exchanges once

attending. they returned to their

+ We had a great session with PBV home countries
volunteers onboard who took the
leadership program.

- each participant made a plan-of-
action on what and how they would implement their leaning and exchanges once they returned to
their home countries

« A survey was conducted on the final day to evaluate how the programme performed and met the
expectations of the participants

Cultural exchange

Open spaces were used for a Japanese Cultural
exchange, where four booths were set up:
traditional clothing (both Japanese and Central
American), traditional games, Japanese
calligraphy and origami. Even though the event
was only held for a couple of hours, it was very
much appreciated by all the participants and it
was a great opportunity for all to interact directly
and take pictures together.

On a different day we wore traditional Japanese
costumes and participated in a tea ceremony.

Media

Peace Boat with its high media profile and global reach
drew media attention to the “Resilient Cities Campaign”.

http://www.unisdr.org/archive/37634

http://www.panamaamerica.com.pa/nacion/barco-de-la-paz-de-japon-
visita-la-sede-de-la-onu-en-panama
http://www.preventionweb.net/english/professional/news/v.php ?id=38819
http://novecientos11.com/2014/08/20/simposio-sobre-juventud-y-

resiliencia-a-bordo-de-peace-boat-barco-de-la-paz-en-su-escala-en- ofo. Meaila coverage wniie In port,
nicaragua/ Nicaragua
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http://novecientos11.com/2014/08/20/simposio-sobre-juventud-y-resiliencia-a-bordo-de-peace-boat-barco-de-la-paz-en-su-escala-en-nicaragua/

Participants Final Evaluation Survey

A survey was conducted on the final day to evaluate how the programme performed and met the
expectations of the participants. (below: An image of the table results)

Participants Final Evaluation Survey for the 84th Global Voyage Disaster Risk Reduction and Resilience Building for Young Leaders in Central America ‘Segment: El Salvador (August 1st, 2014) - Panama (August 8th, 2014)
1 2 5 6 7 8
Number Ques Patricia Carolina Cortéz Idalina del Carmen Rodriguez Luis Villamonte Julisa Ulate Arias Walkiri Jadima Lovo José Gerardo Chavez Coronado Bernardo Merayo Miller Jim Diaz
Yes Y.k somo mare bbkograpy Woreorss. it was very | didnt as going 1 aways | Yes, | fell prepared. | think the 'Sincerely, 1 was not prepared.
about resiiency could have ‘about the program unii | was contacted vaa\lsﬂc i orcer 1 50 rapared for e 1 Go,and |t know hero were (s dtars bt Matis and Gaios wre nformaton sovide was cea Everything was now for mo. It was
isetil, a3 wasm 50 ey on he o by enorainaton ia emal. training “resilient ciles” in Nicaragua, but | |very clear in their responses. Perhaps good to include information | better than we were informed of and
sent before the program. Now it s very knew I had to do my best onboard to weather in each port and kind of  the information sent
Were you prepared for clear. represent my country. At activtes invalved (whether formal or  Maybe some more information about
T ere you prepar were sent inks with information about informal) to prepare for packing. how 1o create resilience in communities
progr hetpic it might b good o have bean low economic resources.
introduced to a person in
that knew about the topi
have a bettor objective/goal estabiished
before going.
Very good. Food was healthy but it |Sharing room with a now person was || and it Yes, th Ve ikt was good o sharo raom [ y good I -1 |From my point of view everything was
would bo converiant b heve el fooc [orot, leamed 8 o rom her, and we now and increce axporonce. Foad | [respectl and spral. oo s very not food, . specially with i someone is | good. Sharing cabin was excellent, we
Were you satisiod witn | 01 O he restauranis became like sisters. Food was not apt |had to get used to. healthy and | didn't had any problems y That alowed me to sttty o nband nowiedge . became Hends and Jnew sachoter. |
ol e oroees for our culture. with it Know more about her, hr culurs, her With the food bocause |
2 |(Shared cabin, food, country and her work. It was a very Jou shouk o about the menu and [was used 0 1, everylmr\g was new.
s :food, postive oxporionco o egads o o, ot just ask if vegetarian of not.
s slsoa o exprince, sow
expand our cu\mva\ and cnary
Viion o aniher
Program coordnatos made us ek Vo It ias a bt esperionoo oo Yoo They made s fol a1 e had Y65 T atyou wero roeted by Even hen most passengevs were 1l vy good, | want 0 b par o o | Ecchcrw and tafl made us ol prt | Dfinitl. Ty made 3 ol e
home. Al e actvies were very . asabl o shar partof my cullre  been i them sinco Japan, as i g in the hallways .1 volunteer ink for |of the boat, with lots of respect, hadboen her or s ang me. The
interesting. with Japanese and them with me. \wera & family o matier ha ationity. | vsgard\ess o the angoage made you _[was atle future prograr humbleness and hospitaiy. o s e even when we.
Did you felt weicome and; enjoye s anbonra. they looked for ways to make Koop & e saious amosphere and had diftrer r\g jages we cou
3 |included on the onboard It was nice to keeping romantic ndarstont shon amer oy
Peace Boal community? share with them through parties, relationships aside.
scttes ad excrarges, e e one
mora passenger and it was nice to
ealy connact wih all ohers onboerd.
Rate fom 1-5your |5 5. All presentations were very 4 Vorywll ropaed and i @ood 4. woud havo od o hear more 4. was aieing, alfaugh o . 4.1 1k ou shoud give mare e so 5, Th sessons were iedand 6.t alowad us o ow deoply about
opinion about the teresting and my people with this kind of experience. for each session might have been that each participant can explain more informal providing a less pressuring resiliency, and elop o
4a.folowing aspects of the was to know more about them deeply oo since 10 now aboutiho ey whon ho spoake i e want o, oaring envronont e heps 8 acton e 0 calry Toioy
program. since | only had general background topics. 1 learned a lot since | didnt know rotain information. unity.
. Thematic Sessions Knowledge about the. much about them.
5. Eachport o call wasan lresing 4. was nterosting 0 know how oach 5. Exclent o share wih difrent 5. Inall countieswo were teted very 5. Eseh axchange gavo me o 1w vy good and vry mearingl, 4, consider heaxchanges ncach 5. Wo wero abl ol aboutdifernt
w P a I 1o meet new learn from their Ife well lessons, oachings, rohectons, ‘even with limited time we shared! port were adequate and educational, | disasters and how they were able to
in Port people and organizations, sectors through simple examples. epennens. strength. leamed what we needed to and although unfortunately wih limited time |recover from them
enjoyed i o know more deeply.
5. Excellent. It was a mind-opening g interact with 5. Very 4 e youhwas 5t was inresing o share wih hem. 5. Tis gave me e 5. Leamed a lot 5. Excellent. They shared their
. Exchanges onboard | APence. sharing knowiodgo and oy vulumuls andknow the very interesting. More pictures could [t was a motivation 1 would like you i much respect  experiences and gave me man
e o) man and have been betr. avatiioey and 3081 he raparaton o Lake me into account as a volunteer | everyone has onboard, not only the reasons and moivation to develop my
eavaloe o ne\plng. iad was very P acton plan s a volunteer.
enriching
5.1 got the chance to meet more 1 e 2 very good cxoerene bt 4. Alhough a3 cone i st ne. 5 L s ver nleresig and s a . st was o woudmake 2 4. L was ood andwewereale o (5 lwasn erestng resenaton T paropants made s e ke o
4. |4 Open present participants and make new fiends. there was a lack of audience, and it we made it great experience {0 hav i the ond it was great to_ interact with paricipants thanks to | and a great personal and group member of the Peace Boat family, even
was as the topic was not thal important aralater or e alfeent fngusges. [s00 et meros 1 what e rosente. merpelers. challenge when th cullure was 50 iferent.
 them
o Wil you bemore. |5 Ko the g . verycannecte (2. 1k il conine imaved s[4 Yes, ke s project a3 s inmy 5. ¥es sure The developmenl and  |Certainly. I think | can give alot to my | Yes, | am already involved in t, and will |With al the acquired knowledge tis 4. Yes | believe | am more involved
do e abe tore o susiainable development. and | would ik to promote field of y : do it even more. imporntlocontue e and | aeay. I wes a taly neresingana
ol campetgn n allmy fekg of aciiios e resiionce capaciy 1 hee promote other cities to join. share knowledges enining opc ha needs
evelop 1
‘About the campaign. |5. Through the campaign | got to 4. 1 realized how the term resiliency is 4. Yes. | learned since | didn' know 5. Yes sure. Margarita's Solnsion |5 Yes i | ew amostntfing 5. Yes. I w & and i more 5. Yes, | leamed better about the terms 5. 1 \eamed alot and the material we
o, Di you gt 1o know |oxpan y knowiece about reliency |very road, where il must ake prt the |usin clear. |about the topic and the level o interested in it now. and objectives of the campaign, and it | got about the topic.
54 |more about the i ifrentareas o oty E. Gender, lachive @ Change and sk educton. | workchops, rpantom re expenences Cehered |organiaaton ncach count helped me understand a ot better the:
Campaign and its ‘economic factors ut Japan by Simon, and the other dificuttes at time of disasters.
contents? s we visted.
From my work | will promote it 5 ool hisoxperionc s make mo | Yos. il share th campaignwithmy . ves,defintaly. s very imporiant o3| ik yes, bocause f was 5. Yes, because | il tak with 5. 1 believe | will be a promotor for the |5 With all this knowledge | would ke to
. Wil you promote the €001dNaNG with expert for them tofe highly commited 1o pror insitution. promote it and follow up on it commitment | assumed when (ownership of the topic based onmy | campaign, since the topic is ineresting.|promote the campaign and put my plan
LUt teach and support the building of siiency from my family, my partpating,and because | ke the | experience,my ime onbosrd and . and imporant o each . into action.
resiiency. mmunity, my department, etc topic and want to learn more. experionces ofmy Contal American
fends.
Yes. Itis my starting point o promote | Yes, because \ foel consoldated wmn A0t expecatons were met and | No twas much beter than | expected 165 eamed mor about esiency Ves, it wontover hem, but | don' soo 1 tink s program wont over my it did, and gave mo a broader
Did the program met in i experiences. My leamed how 1o better approach s th campsin, about P, and ahe f the issues than | had.
6 |yourorignal work. s mors nDsn ‘oW an wi higher (communites the team |and increase my desire to cooperate
expectations? of in order big and
1o construct joint actions. innovating.
Knoving sbout resiency raugh e areslert prson. I never hough The experience of the Toca o pacos wo vistod neach portareKnowing more about esiencyin Lot |The exporenceofhe volnieers afer | What  most eaned from s PBV's presentation was very important
including dl w3 municipalities | admirable because of how the America and in my country. | want to | the Tsunami. The testim ‘campaigniprogram, was to be resiliet, o highiight the role of volunteers
gonder,natura resouces,cte ouid o ol o all sessions, it o work onpreventon. | Would ke overcame the disastersccumstances. ook ther i e toplc and he Simon, Mara and Catios about it 1ot st agaiscissters ot ach
Whih has beon e change my. I but I was able to confror we can achioy God, but the most significant was the | current situation of my country, o experie a of my
, most signifcant mpogant o work ogeinr Since weakness o my body nanka oy |commanties working togeer e of Gurund n Panarma. evaluais how 1 6an help
educational experience know limits or front tand passion for knowledge.
r you? Knowing about the possibilty of
involving the private companies not
onty nncialybut e trough
olunteer work from the employees.
1 you got enovgh s, Im very thankiul with the ure, they are very special persons and  Yes, very good hospitalty and support | Yes, they shared all they could about | think all did a good job. | had a good | Yes, they were a_ moral, emaional and | The support was like being surrounded | Excellent, more than support the
'support from the faciltators for their trust and hospitalty. |1 feel they transferred to us all they the topics covered, and were always  connection with them since they picked professional support, they are excellent by a farily. sincere care from each of them and
6 EpoIOmie e excelent persons endare . enery, humblenese and dede o iners onoosrd o n and e Up i he aiport, an ihere wes Qi and lsagers. dese 1 gve us el best.
%P8 ey | MY mind and hoart great coordination between them to
program and P staf eporios.
o you ik Yes. Cultural exchange is important | My experience in the region | work with.|Yes. Since it gives a new experience to | Yes sure, having a Yes, because it supports acad d | International students are important |1 believe a program with students | Yes | consider it important to share
o mn e, |SnG0 t0ves space 0 the oxchango of heiped o gvecomplmertary idess . studrts on s specfc opic,and we very , and raises ing fe o the onboard expands knowledge, culture and knowledge around the worid.
P iy knowledge. rom n other specfctopies My jcommunty and share ek ‘organizational skils in each country, |personally tred o cheer the group,
e e i tovl sce 19 issues of resiionce. conirbuton o was ivngnkomation |exparinces. They saw as an example bout iaking them
contioute emphasized cn the paricpation of aboutmy county 1 oher parcipants o motivated to work hard, as issues faced by each. | hope everything field work with the.
nities in decision making. many o s have wark a5 vlurrs. | Shared was heptl for my mtee.
Presentations by faciltators, cultural | The knowledge | gained, the cultural | The treatment as if we were a family. | That apart from it being a good training, | The training and its theme. xperiences, the fived. The visits in the difierent ports, and the
What were the best | exchange, departure ceremonies, open |exchange, the respect towards our | The different study sessions offered. | we had time to The ‘commitment made, the riendships, the activity we had with other volunteers.
10 aspects of the program/ presentation, Gulture, and the mutual interest to g other ourselves.  onboard and in ports. future vision and the lfe project it is
tip? communicate beyond language or other| The cultural exchange.
iferences
Faod.sessickness preparednessand || thnk oad was my biggeststalon, |For e, wouki b fo0d.sncs our | Oatingused o e movementof the [ ik nly the me gven o sach [ An EvlshSparish iowspaper No. I have nothing specific to improve, |From my side, only the food.
\Whet woukd you ot knowing how to speak English or | because my body was not able 10 adapt bodies are not used to ship was a bt frustrating, but apart from session. Otherwise | liked everything. | Sometimes the environment was very  but to the importance of continuing to
" o Japanese. o th And language,but vt vy olvart, ek sverying wes g0t informal with too many jokes. ‘develop this program.
mprove since we m communicate
hon necossary mvough signs.
Yes. lis a floating university where you Yes. | want 1o create a social project in | Sure. | would love 1o, Peace Boal's | Yes sure, would like to learn more | Yes, | would like to be a volunteer but | |Yes. Because | want o be a volunteer, || The ship was my home for a week, and |Yes, | would love to be a volunteer to
‘can leam interesting things o grow as | my community to provide education for |objective is excellent with s different | about the programs held onboard fodo not speak English or Japanese. But | want to contribute in any of s projects, |1 am very interested n learning about |promote resiiency.
42 Would you ke to remain [a person and in yourjob. | wil like to chilren in poor areas, and | think _ teaching methods. Perhaps as a Jeam fom them what we can use iy | wou e tolean o bo able 0 aplybecauso | ety i 5 ofectives 1 estof the voyage across oceans
in touch with PB? keep in touch through gmail with the | Peace Boal can provide me wih better volunteer, sharing my experience with  country s a volunteer. | like to share and leam |and causes, because Garlos, Maria and
coordinators. | would like to be a ideas. others. new cultures. Smon o aroat oacrs
volunteer to promote peace.
Goordinators are excellent, they know a I need to know more about this NGO | No oved the experiencel Thank you for the opportunity, and | very allrist so please take me into |1 love you al No, thats all.
13 Any other commentz !0l @nd what is bost thay sharo thoir  and s infoosiing aciiios around tho Gount with me for anything | car ‘account for anyihing in which | can
knowledge with humbleness and love. | world. support you with. support your cause.
‘Thank you

Contact

Peace Boat:
2F 3-13-1 Takadanobaba
Shinjuku, Tokyo
169-0075, Japan

Tel: 81(0)3-3363-8047
Fax: 81(0)3-3363-7562

Primary: Robin Lewis, International Coordinator
E-mail: robin@peaceboat.gr.jp

Secondary: Simon Rogers
E-mail: simon@pbv.or.jp
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